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ERNEST MILLSAP 

VILLAGE  PRESIDENT 

The amazing tax base of the Village of Hodgkins is attributable to our 

great and diverse business community. From UPS to the small         

businesses they keep us one of the most financially viable communities 

in the State of Illinois.  On April 18
th
 we showed our appreciation with a 

breakfast at the Village Hall.  It was well attended and featured reports 

on the status of the Village.  Besides myself, our Chief of Police, Joseph 

Klotz, Park District Director, Kelly Young, Comptroller Melody Salerno, 

Building Commissioner, Matt Struve, Library Executive Director, Tim 

Pendegrast, Superintendent of Public Works and Water, Jody Kovel, Principal of Hodgkins 

School, Svetlana Popovic and Battalion Chief of the Pleasantview Fire Protection, Tim    

Danatucci,  brought everyone up to date on the many challenges and accomplishments  within 

the Village.  It was so successful we will make this an annual tradition. 

 

 

 

 

 

I am happy to report that Range USA has done so well at its current location on 63
rd

 Street that it 

has  broken ground on an additional site at 5907 East Avenue.  The new site will be equipped to 

coordinate with the existing site so that customers will not have to wait on availability.  Anyone 

who has driven by the location will see that construction has begun.  It is our hope they will be 

ready to go by late Fall or early Winter.   

The 75
th
 Street development near the Tollway interchange will soon break ground on a         

combination restaurant, gas station and convenience store.  We had a very productive meeting 

with Tollway executives about this project and future projects once the road expansion is         

finalized in 2026.  As you may remember, this is a joint project with the City of Countryside. 

On a personal note, at the May 8 Board Meeting our Village Attorney, former Judge Pat Rogers 

swore into office myself, Clerk Stephanie Gardner, Trustee Larry Rice, Trustee Vicky Moxley, 

Trustee Dominic Misasi and Trustee Jorea Touranjeau. I  am proud and humbled by this great 

opportunity.  As the Mayor of the Village that has raised me and my entire family this will be my 

chance to give back to this great community.   
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Village Officials 
 

Contact any of these 

officials by telephone at:  

Hodgkins Village Hall 

579-6700 
 
 

Village President  

Ernest Millsap 
 
 

Village Clerk  

Stephanie Gardner 

 
Deputy Clerk  

Rose Lopez 
 

Trustees 

Larry Rice  

Vicky Moxley      

Dominic Misasi 

Lida Mills   

Tim Kovel 

Jorea Touranjeau  
 

Village Comptroller  

Melody Salerno      

 

Village Attorneys  

John T. O’Connell 

  Pat Rogers 

 

Chief of Police 

Joseph Klotz 

           SMOKE DETECTOR NEWS 

As of January 1, 2023 Illinois requires  residents to replace their old smoke 

alarms with the type that has a long-term, 10-year sealed battery. This 

would apply to residents that are still using alarms with removable batteries 

or alarms that are not hardwired. 

The Village of Hodgkins is offering two (2) free 10 year detectors to each 

residential household address. 

Please come to the Village to receive your 10 year battery two (2) detectors. 

           SMOKE DETECTORS SAVE LIVES! 

UPS Chicagoland Feeder Rodeo 
April, 29, 2023 
Lt. Ryan Carrasquillo 
Eastern U.S. President of UPS—Joe Boyle 
Mayor Ernest Millsap 

CODE ENFORCEMENT  

OFFICER WANTED 

The Village of Hodgkins Building Department is accepting  

applications for a part-time Code Enforcement Officer. This  

position would be approximately 2 days a week a rate of pay of $24.00 per 

hour. Previous experience in a similar role and knowledge in Village codes 

preferred but not necessary. Stop by the Village Hall for an application or if 

you have questions call Pat Rogers at 708-579-6700. 

Are you Interested in being on one of our Village Committees? 

We are looking for enthusiastic people to sit on our various     

committees. 

Persons interested should set up an appointment with the Village.  
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Hodgkins Historical Society Museum News 
The Historical Museum is open the 1st Sunday every month from 1pm to 3 pm. 

The museum is also open the third Thursday of the month from 6pm to 8pm. 

Groups can call and make arrangements for tours on other days.  

The museum is located at 6511 Kane Ave, old Village Hall and Fire station. 

We are looking for volunteers to help with this event on Monday, June 26th. We will be                     

welcoming three groups of camp kids at 10:00am-10:45am, 1:30pm-2:00pm, and 2:15pm to 2:45pm. If 

you would like to volunteer, please contact Sue Cappa 708-655-1819.  

June & July Exhibit "Wedding Dresses of the Past"  

A family from the village will have four generations of wedding dresses on display dating 

back to the 1920's. Other residents are loaning their dresses to be on display. We will   

also have bridal dolls of all types on display. Information on wedding traditions will be 

available. Did you know that many wedding receptions were in the very building the      

museum is housed in?  
 

 

July Exhibit "Red, White & Blue" 

We would like to add to our military honor display with pictures of those who lived or live in Hodgkins 

who served in the military. You can email your photos to  jellsworth@villageofhodgkins.org or bring 

them down to the Village Hall to be scanned. We will need a full name, branch served, rank, and years 

served for display proposes. If you would like to loan and display any medals or  accommodations 

please contact Sue Cappa. All loaned items will be returned at the end of August.  

VACANT LOTS FOR SALE 

The Village of Hodgkins presently owns two (2) residential lots (Zoned R-1) which are offered for sale.                                

 The addresses of these properties are: 

6601 Kane Ave.—this is an alley lot. Starting bid for this lot will begin at $85,000.   
6600 Wenz Ave.—this is a larger lot. Starting bid for this lot will begin at $90,000. 

   

Lot  information is available at the Hodgkins Village Hall.                                                                                                                      

If there are any questions regarding this bidding process please call the Village at 708-579-6700. 

6601 Kane Avenue 6600 Wenz Avenue 
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Hodgkins’ Food Pantry 
 

If you are a resident in need of food the Village of Hodgkins has a food pantry located inside the Village Hall. 

Once a month you may receive a box of food. You will need to provide a valid state I.D. or drivers license. 

Please call us so we can have a box ready for you 708-579-6700. 

     We also take donations for our food pantry at the Village Hall. We accept any non-expired non-perishable 

foods, paper products, personal hygiene items, etc. Please contact the Village with any questions. 

Other Local Food Pantries 
Second Bap. Church of LaGrange                  

26 Washington Ave. (Back Entrance)                                

708-354-5907    Monday 10am-12pm                         

Boundaries: Maywood, Agro, Lyons, &                

Western Springs 

 

St. Francis Xavier                               

124 N Spring Ave., Lagrange                     

708-352-0168  Tues. 9:30am—11am                        

Boundaries:  

Zip Codes 60525 & 60526 

St. Cletus                                          

600 W 55th St., Lagrange                       

708-215-5418                                          

2nd Thursday   6:30pm-8pm              

Boundaries:  

Lyons Township 

Mobile Pantry Free Fresh Fruit, Vegetables & Non-Perishable Groceries 

        June 20 , 2023  Hodgkins Village, 9096 Joliet Road, (Fire Department), Hodgkins, IL 60525 

        July 18,  2023   St. Blasé, 7438 W 61st Place, Summit, IL 60501 

        August 15, 2023  Justice Village Hall , 7800 Archer Road., Justice, IL 60458 

        Sept. 19 , 2023 Hodgkins Village, 9096 Joliet Road, (Fire Department), Hodgkins, IL 60525 

        Oct. 17,  2023   St. Blasé, 7438 W 61st Place, Summit, IL 60501 

        Nov. 21, 2023   Justice Village Hall , 7800 Archer Road., Justice, IL 60458 

Open to the public. All Lyons Township residents are encouraged to attend.  

Every Third Tuesday of the Month       3:30 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

We are always looking for volunteers to help out when we host the Mobile Food Pantry.                                       
If you would like to help out please contact The Village 708-579-6700. 

Our next Village Fresh Fruits and Vegetable Pantry is June 20, 2023 

Share Food Share Love  

9030 Brookfield Ave.   

630-347-5390  

Tues. 7pm—9pm   

Sat. 10am—12 pm 

www.sharefoodsharelove.com 

Melody Salerno 

Village Comptroller 

Village of Hodgkins  

Fresh Produce Pantry         

                 June 20, 2023 9096 Joliet Road, (Fire Department) 

This is open to any person in Lyons Township. The Greater Chicago Food 

Depository drops off fresh fruits and vegetables along with non-perishable 

groceries. 

The day after the pantry we offer the same fruits and vegetables that are   

leftover from the pantry to all residents of Hodgkins. This food is located at 

the Village Hall. 

On the 3rd Wednesday of each month The Village will put out extra non   

perishable food in our lobby. This food will be for any Hodgkins resident. 

Items will be on a first come basis.   

  



Aging Well  
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Trustee 

Dominic Misasi 

Trustee 

Lida Mills 

Come join us !  

We meet the third Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am   

in the Village Hall.  

It’s free to join. You need to be 55 years or older. It’s a 

great way to make new friends! 

Second Bap. Church of LaGrange                  

26 Washington Ave. (Back Entrance)                                

12pm                         

: Maywood, Agro, Lyons, &                

 

 

NEW OFFICER ON THE BEAT 

     The Hodgkins Police Department has a new face joining its ranks. On 

January 6, 2023, with Mayor Millsap, Chief Klotz, Civil Service          

Commissioner Lopez, and HPD command staff in attendance, Village 

Clerk Stephanie Gardner swore in Jessica Rico to become the             

department’s newest officer. 

     Coming from a background working as a detention officer in Oak Lawn, Jessica completed the 

sixteen-week program at the Police Training Institute in Champaign in order to become a certified 

Law Enforcement Officer with the State of Illinois. She’s now on the Hodgkins streets with a training 

officer in our Field Training Program. 

     Born in Chicago, Jessica and her family moved to Tinley Park when she was seven. She was 

homeschooled in high school and attended Moraine Valley and Lewis University, where she studied 

Criminal Justice and Psychology. She’s a big physical fitness buff, and always loved police cars and 

sirens as a child.  

     “I knew a lot of people who were afraid of police, but I never understood that because I thought 

the police were great,” Jessica stated while discussing her past. “I admired them very much. I guess 

a part of me wanted to show people that the police aren’t the bad guys, and to change the way   

people view the police.” 

Be sure to introduce yourself and congratulate Officer Rico when you see her in town! 

 

Our Mother’s Day luncheon was held on May 17. There were about forty people  

in attendance, which included many of our members daughters, daughter in-laws                                              

and even a grand child. 

Our adorable bird bath centerpieces were made by Johnna Kovel.  

After our lunch, we played bingo. It was a fun afternoon! 
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Village of Hodgkins—2023 Consumer Confidence Report 

Public Water Supply Facility ID:IL0311260—June 2023 

Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 
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The Village of Hodgkins is committed to promoting Fair Housing efforts through fair and equal housing opportunities for our citizens. Fair  Housing is the right 

for all people to have safe, decent housing and be able to get this housing without discrimination. Village, State, and    Federal Fair Housing laws require that 

all people have an equal opportunity to buy, rent, or live in housing. Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Fair Housing Act), as amended, prohibits discrimi-

nation in the sale, rental, and financing of dwellings, and in other housing-related  transactions. 

 FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING LAWS PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION BASED ON: RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX, FAMILY STATUS, DISABILITY 

Complaints of discrimination in housing can be filed with the VOH, the Illinois Dept. of Human Rights, or the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development.  

                      Complaints to the Village can be filed in writing to: 

Village Clerk—Village of Hodgkins, 8990 Lyons Street, Hodgkins, Illinois  60525 

On April 14, 2023 the 125th Celebration Stone was delivered. 

It was quite an undertaking to deliver and put into place.  

The stone is just one part of our new landscaping project. Stop 

down and see the stone as well as the new landscaping as it 

unfolds. 

 

Hodgkins 125 

Years 
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www.hodgkinspark.org 708-354-6563 

 Hodgkins Park District 

www.hodgkinslibrary.org     708-579-1844 
For information on these or any of our many other  

programs please visit www.hodgkinslibrary.org      
708-579-1844 or stop in at the library. 

For information on these or any of 
our many other programs please 

visit us on Facebook. 

Summer Reading Program 
Kick off—Saturday, June 10 @ 3PM 

Starts June 12—August 7 
 

Books & Breakfast 
Every Friday, June 16—August 4 

 

2nd Annual Community Expo 
Saturday, August 6—11 AM—3PM KIDS 

Monday Maker Kits * 

Mondays, June 5—August 28 
 

TEENS 
Totally Teen Take Home Kit* 

Tuesdays—June 6—August 30 
 

Ya Book Club  
Friday—June 16 –July 14—Aug. 18  

TEENS & Adults 
Jewelry Club* 
Thurs—June 29—July 27 Aug. 31 

 

Adults 
Tuesday Movie Matinee  

Tuesday, June 6—Aug. 29 @ 1 PM 
 

Craft Night* 
Wed., June 21 –July 19—Aug. 16 @ 6 PM 
 

FAMILY 

Summer Bash — Weds., June 21 @ 3:30PM 
Ice Cream Day* —Sat., July 8 @ 1 PM 
Loteria  - Saturday 6—Aug. 29 @ 1 PM 

Monthly Guess the Jar—June—July—August 
 

 
 

* Registration Required 

Splash Harbor Opening 
June 1st  

Mon-Thurs 12 pm - 6 pm    
 Fri - Sunday 10 am - 7 pm 

 

Free to Residents  
w/ proof a Splash Pass 
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Here are the addresses of some of our active duty military. 
If you have a family member you would like to include please call the Village Hall  

with the persons name and address. 

Major Cummings, Brandon 

412 Blackberry Drive 

Elgin, OK 73538  

Grandson of Ret. Mayor Cummings 

 

Major Sneed, Cody 

7103 Tropical Way 

Savana, GA 31410 

Grandson of Ruth Sneed 

 

Amn Sheldon, Michael James 

177 E. Eglin Blvd. 

Building 877, Unit 203 

Eglin AFB, FL 32542-0000 

Son of Ed Sheldon 

 

SPC Almeida, Mario 

TF Fiking/BC01-125IN 

CMR 1785 

APO, AE 09807-02011 

Son of Mario & Belem Almeida  

 

 

PROMOTIONS: 

Public Works Superintendent 

Jody Kovel 

Jody, a life long resident of Hodgkins,  is 

the youngest of Wally and Dee Dee Kovel’s 

five children.  

Jody has been working in the Public Works 

Dept. for the past 22 years.  

Jody is married to Johnna and they have 

four sons between them and two        

grandsons. 

When he is not working for the Village, you 

can usually find him working on some    

project in his garage. Jody also enjoys drag 

racing his 1976 Chevy   Monza and fishing 

on Three Mile Lake in Pawpaw.  

PW Deputy Superintendent 

Ken Tucker 

Ken, a life long resident of the Village.      

He started working part time for the Village 

E.S.D.A. Program in 1998. In 2009 he   

became a full time Public Works employee. 

He became a Certified Class C Water   

Operator in 2014. 

Ken married his wife Eileen in August 

2001. They have three children and two 

grand children. 

In his leisure time he enjoys spending time 

with family and friends. 

 

Building  Commissioner 

Matt Struve 

Matt was born in Hodgkins and has       
resided here his entire life.  He attended 
Hodgkins Elementary School; Gurrie        
Jr. High School; Lyons Township High 
School; College of DuPage and Concordia 

University Chicago. 

He has been married to his wife Amy for 22 

years.  Matt’s interests include serving     

his 3rd term as a member of the Board       

of Directors for the Northern Illinois District 

Trustee Kovel, Mayor Millsap, Jody Kovel, Ken Tucker, Matt Struve Mayor Millsap & Andrew Salerno 

of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 

which supervises and approves the       

District’s budget and its staff members and 

oversees the  property of the District. He 

also is a member of the Nominations   

Committee for the District’s Triennial    

Convention.  Matt is an avid sports fan and 

has an extensive collection of sports cards, 

memorabilia and game used equipment, 

particularly from MLB and the NFL.  

 

Buildings 

Andrew Salerno 

Andrew grew up in Berwyn and worked for 

the family business, Salerno's Pizza. That’s 

where he met his wife, Melody. He        

relocated to Hodgkins and they have been 

married for 29 years. They have 4 children 

and 4 grandchildren. 

Andrew starting working for Hodgkins in the 

Water Dept. in 2017. He is Water Certified 

and is presently enrolled in his classes to 

become a Certified Building Inspector.  

In his spare time he enjoys boating and 

relaxing with family and friends in Indiana 

at their lake house. 



Contact us 

Village of Hodgkins 

8990 Lyons Street 

Hodgkins, Illinois 60525 

 

708-579-6700 

Fax: 708-579-6707 
 

www.villageofhodgkins.org 

 

            Join us on face book 

@villageofhodgkins 

 

Regular Village Hall Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

 

Board Meetings: 

2nd Monday of the month 

7:00 p.m. 
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Dates to Remember: 
 

May 29—Memorial Day Services at the Village Hall 

May 29— The Village Hall will be Closed for Memorial Day 

June 1 - Splash Pad Opens 

June 20—Hodgkins Host the Fresh Food Pantry 

July 3 & 4—Village Hall will be Closed  Happy 4th! 

August 26—Hodgkins Fest 

Sept. 4—Village Hall will be Closed for Labor Day 

Sept. 19—Hodgkins Host the Fresh Food Pantry 

 

VOH Historical Society 1st Sunday & 3rd Thursday of the Month  

Sign up on our website to receive your Communicator by email. 


