SUMMER 2022

Village of Hodgkins Communicator
A Message from Mayor Noel B. Cummings . . .
As many of you know, the Village prides itself on its ability to bring in new
sources of revenue through development. This month we want to tell you of
two new developments.
The first is actually a duplication of what we brought in 6 years ago. Range
USA, formerly Shoot Point Blank, is building another gun range. They have
been so successful in their original location on 63rd Street that they are
building another
location nearby.
Noel B. Cummings
The new site will
Village President
be located at
5907 East Avenue. This will replace three
residential properties that the Village purchased
and will be demolished for this development. The new Range USA will feature all of the amenities and
services of the original. In fact, there will be a message board at the original location letting customers
know which ranges are being used and availability.
The second development will be on 63,000 square feet east of Lenzi Avenue
contiguous to the quarry and due north of the Beaver Oil (now Circon
Environmental LLC). The new development will also include land that now is an
old office building. The development will be strictly for office space and will be prohibited from utilizing
the land for processing of environmental wastes as they currently perform on the existing Beaver Oil
operations. We are advised that the new office building will be similar in appearance to the Village Hall.
Good news on the Quarry Shopping Center front! Ross Dress for Less has scheduled an opening for the
end of July, 2022. Buffalo Wild Wings Go is scheduled to open at the same time as Ross. Last but not
least, Bath and Body Works and Journey’s Shoes is already open for business.

We welcome these great stores to the Village of Hodgkins.
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Alice Katzmarek passed away on March 25 at age
93. She was a long-time resident of Hodgkins.
Abe and Alice Katzmarek moved from Chicago to
Hodgkins in 1960. They had five children, Ann,
Linda, Susan, Leo and Tony.
Village Officials
Contact any of these
officials by telephone
at:
Hodgkins Village Hall

579-6700

Village President
Noel B. Cummings

Village Clerk
Stephanie Gardner

Trustees

They quickly became active members of the
community. Abe was secretary for the volunteer
fire department, Alice volunteered her time
working at the polls.
Alice began a career working at the Hodgkins Village Hall starting February
15, 1973 she became deputy clerk on May 24, 1988. She retired March
31,1994. After retiring she loved to volunteer her
time reading to the young children in the village. She
was an active member of the senior groups Leisure
loafers and Aging Well.
Alice always said what a wonderful and friendly
place Hodgkins was to live. She will be missed!

Larry Rice
Vicky Moxley
Dominic Misasi
Lida Mills
Tim Kovel
Jorea Touranjeau

Village
Comptroller
Melody Salerno

Village Attorneys
John T. O’Connell
Pat Rogers

A Special Thank You!
The Village of Hodgkins wishes to thank Vulcan Materials.

When the retaining wall began to collapse on East Avenue and 63rd
Street they jumped in. They offered their assistance with large concrete
barricades as well as the plastic ones that line the sidewalk . This was all
donated to the Village of Hodgkins from Vulcan Material Company.
Thank you for all your help!

Chief of Police
Ernest Millsap

We would also like to thank our
Department of Public Works for all
their help assisting Vulcan.
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Save the Dates:
October 14 Rules of the Road

Melody Salerno
Village Comptroller

Super Senior Class 10am—11:30am
Mobile Unit from 10am—2 pm
Renewals
State ID Cards
Duplicate Licenses
Vision Screening
Vehicle Renewal

General Election
November 8, 2022.

Hodgkins’ Food Pantry
If you are a resident in need of food the Village of Hodgkins has a food pantry located inside the Village
Hall. Once a month you may receive a box of food. You will need to provide a valid state I.D. or drivers
license. Please call us so we can have a box ready for you 708-579-6700.
We also take donations for our food pantry. We accept any non-expired non-perishable foods, paper
products, personal hygiene items, etc. Please contact the Village with any questions or feel free to drop off
your donation.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are always looking for volunteers to help out when we host the Mobile Food Pantry.
If you would like to help out please contact The Village 708-579-6700.
Our next Village pantry is September 20.
Mobile Pantry Free Fresh Fruit, Vegetables & Non-Perishable Groceries
Open to the public. All Lyons Township residents are encouraged to attend.
Every Third Tuesday of the Month
3:30 p.m.—5:30 p.m.
July 19, 2022
St. Blasé, 7438 W 61st Place, Summit, IL 60501
August 16, 2022
Justice Village Hall , 7800 Archer Road., Justice, IL 60458
September 20, 2022 Hodgkins Village, 9096 Joliet Road, (Fire Department), Hodgkins, IL 60525
October 18, 2022
St. Blasé, 7438 W 61st Place, Summit, IL 60501

Other Local Food Pantries
St. Cletus

Share Food Share Love

St. Francis Xavier

Second Bap. Church of LaGrange

600 W 55th St., Lagrange
9030 Brookfield Ave.
124 N Spring Ave., Lagrange
26 Washington Ave. (Back Entrance)
708-215-5418
630-347-5390
708-352-0168 Tues. 9:30am—11am 708-354-5907 Monday 10am-12pm
2nd Thursday 6:30pm-8pm
Tues. 7pm—9pm
Boundaries:
Boundaries: Maywood, Agro, Lyons, &
Boundaries:
Sat. 10am—12 pm
Zip Codes 60525 & 60526
Western Springs
Lyons Township
www.sharefoodsharelove.com
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Hodgkins Historical Building: Future Uncertain
As time ever marches on, communities often find themselves facing tough decisions when
administering public properties. A difficulty lies in trying to find a balance between, on the one hand,
preserving the historic and significant, and on the other, making way for the new while managing costs. The
Village of Hodgkins gets no pass on this dilemma, and now finds itself at a decision point.
On Kane Avenue between Lyons and Cobb, and across the street from the Hodgkins School parking
lot, stands the oldest building in town that belongs to the village. The old brick building at 6511 Kane
Avenue was once the village hall and the fire station for Hodgkins, at a time when the only two streets in
town were Kane Avenue and Kimball Avenue. Only the original portion of the Hodgkins Elementary School
is older, and it is owned by School District 105.
Built on the site of the first village hall, which was erected in the early years of the 1900s, the current
building was completed in 1940 after the first was destroyed by fire. The building was in full-time use until
the mid-1960s, when a new village hall was built on Lyons Street. Thereafter, the building was used as a fire
hall until the 1970s, when the Hodgkins Fire Department was absorbed into the Pleasantview Fire Protection
District.
It was in the following years that the building fell into relative disuse and disrepair, and a big public
debate was soon underway about whether to keep the historic structure or tear it down. At that time, in the
mid-1990s, Trustee Paul Struve spearheaded an effort to save and preserve the building, and the matter
eventually found its way onto a public referendum. The voters in Hodgkins overwhelmingly, two to one,
supported saving and preserving the structure at that time, and the question was settled for nearly three
decades.
In the years since then, the building has been utilized for a variety of purposes, hosting special village
events, private parties for rent, special hearings, and serving as a temporary alternative meeting place for
village board meetings. Most recently, it has housed the Hodgkins Historical Society. This community
organization works to preserve historical information and artifacts from Hodgkins’ past, and uses the building
as a museum for displaying these items. It is available for access to the public during certain hours. Among
the items housed here are business and family records dating back to the 1900s; village areal maps; old
photos of homes, school, families, and businesses; school class photos dating back to 1925; period clothing;
19th Century household implements; military honor displays; and documents of the village, fire department,
and police department. The old fire engine is kept in the garage portion on the south side of the building.
Continued on next page
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Aging Well
On May 4th we had our annual Mother’s Day lunch.
This year we had a BUZZING good time at our
Bee themed mothers day luncheon. With beautiful table
decorations made by Johnna Kovel, bee napkins and
even a bee cake. The lunch was delicious as always.
After lunch we played bingo for prizes.
Trustee
Lida Mills

We hope all our Mothers enjoyed the day!

Trustee
Dominic Misasi

Join us for our regular membership meetings at the Village Hall in the Larry Rice Room on the third
Wednesday of each month. We generally have an informational guest speaker.
Our members go on fun and interesting trips.
If you would like to join or know more about us and the things we do. Come to one of our meetings, we
would love to have you join us!

Historical Building Continued:

The Village of Hodgkins has recently assessed that the building is now in need of some overdue
repairs. It needs a roof repair, if not a new roof, and may need HVAC repair and tuckpointing. These
repairs might be relatively inexpensive, but they also could potentially end up costing up to and beyond
one hundred eighty thousand dollars. The village trustees are once again assessing whether the current
uses of the building would justify the expense of maintaining it. Some believe that the historical society
could be better housed and administered in the current village hall.
The question was brought into official public light at a special hearing on June 13 th, the first recent
meeting for determining the building’s fate. There will be more hearings to come. At the first hearing, a
village resident suggested initiating a legal exploration for possibly obtaining National Landmark status
for the building. If successful, this would make grant money available for its preservation and
maintenance. The original portion of the school might also be eligible for such a status, and this would add
to the appeal of Kane Avenue as an unofficial historic district for the village.
The Village Board wants to hear from its constituents on this matter, as the decision of how to go
forward will affect the whole community. You are encouraged to attend any future hearings to give your
feedback on the fate of the Hodgkins Historical Building. The dates for these meetings will be made
available on the posted agendas on the village website (www.villageofhodgkins.org) and in Reverse-911
phone bulletins.
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Village of Hodgkins—2022 Consumer Confidence Report
Public Water Supply Facility ID:IL0311260—June 2022
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WATER RATE INCREASE
Due to the increase from the City of Chicago on June 13th The Village Board agreed to a
4.36% water rate increase for the Village. This increase will be effective July 1, 2022.
Senior rates are going from $5.08 per 1000 gals to $5.30 per 1000 gals

(Min of 7000 gals charged)

Residential rates are going from $7.26 per 1000 gals to $7.58 per 1000 gals

(Min of 7000 gals charged)

Commercial rates are going from $9.55 per 1000 gals to $9.97 per 1000 gals
Hydrant rates are going from $10.50 per 1000 gals to $12.00 per 1000 gals

(Min of 14,000 gals charged)
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Tornado shelter
The Village Hall is a tornado shelter. If you hear the siren blare or your
phone alarm goes off please come to The Village Hall for safety.
The basement is our emergency shelter.
We are also a cooling center when the weather gets too hot.

Hodgkins Park District

www.hodgkinspark.org 708-354-6569

Saturday, August 27th

HODGKINS FEST

Bingo, Beer Garden, Fireworks, Inflatables, a Petting
Zoo, Flea Market, Bags Tournament, and
The Hazzard County Band (country cover band similar to Mason Rivers)
Check out the Hodgkins Park District website
for a more detailed schedule available in July.

www.hodgkinslibrary.org

708-579-1844

Here are just some of the fun doings at
the library this summer: registration is preferred

Harry Potter’s Birthday Weekend
Fri., July 29, Sat., July 30 & Sun., July 31 @4 PM
10:30 AM

For information on these or any of our many other
programs please visit www.hodgkinslibrary.org
708-579-1844 or stop in at the library.

Splash Harbor is open
June 1st - August 31st.
Mon - Thurs 12 pm - 6 pm
Fri - Sun 10 am - 7 pm
Free to Residents w/ proof a Splash Pass
Non Resident passes available
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Here are the addresses of some of our active duty military.
If you have a family member you would like to include please call the Village Hall
with the persons name and address.
Major Cummings, Brandon

Amn Sheldon, Michael James

412 Blackberry Drive

177 E. Eglin Blvd.

11524 10th Ave.

5476 N Mercier Ave.

Elgin, OK 73538

Building 877, Unit 203

CTE Apt. G 106

Kansas City, MO 64118

Grandson of Mayor Cummings

Eglin AFB, FL 32542-0000

Tacoma, WA 98445

Grandson of Ruth Sneed

Son of Ed Sheldon

Grandson of Bill & Dianne Knack

SPEC 4 Udziela, Bradley

Major Sneed, Cody

We would like to Thank Robert E. Coulter American Legion Post #1941 for the beautiful Memorial Day
service. The Robert E. Coulter Post has been providing the Honor Guard and Official service for our
Veterans Memorial since 1989. The day was a beautiful sunny warm day. As usual, they did a wonderful job
with a very moving and patriotic service.
Thank you to our Public Works Department, Dan Tholotowsky and Ret. Corp. Sara Tholotowsky, USMC,
for setting up the crosses. It is much appreciated by the Village.

To those who courageously gave their lives
and those who bravely fought and fight today

WE ARE Thankful FOR YOUR SERVICE
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Contact us

Dates to Remember:
Hodgkins Fest—August 27th
Labor Day—September 5—Village Hall Closed
September 20—Hodgkins Mobile Pantry
October 14—Rules of the Road
November 8—General Election
Library Children's Summer Meals
Monday—Friday June—Aug. 12

Village of Hodgkins
8990 Lyons Street
Hodgkins, Illinois 60525
708-579-6700
Fax: 708-579-6707
www.villageofhodgkins.org
Join us on face book
@villageofhodgkins
Regular Village Hall Hours:
Monday—Friday
8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Board Meetings:
2nd Monday of the month

